
 

FAQs for FCS K-5 Virtual Option 

What is the K-5 Virtual Option?  How is it different from the online learning experience 
from the end of Quarter 4 in the 2019-2020 school year? 

The K-5 Virtual Option is an online alternative for Forsyth County students. This option is not a 
separate entity or school, but rather an extension of each school site. Participating students will 
engage in remote instruction that mirrors the classroom experience. While the online-delivery 
may bear some similarities to the virtual instruction students experienced at the end of the 
2019-2020 school year, instructional expectations have changed in many ways. The Elementary 
Online Option will require students to be engaged in learning for the entirety of the school day. 
Teachers will routinely meet with individual students and small groups of students at the 
appointed time (synchronous learning). Teachers will also post assignments for students to 
complete independently (asynchronous learning). These assignments will support high-quality 
instruction by addressing essential skills, knowledge, and content mastery. 

What is the parent's role? i.e. the “learning coach” 

The parents’ role is critical to the success of the online learning experience for elementary 
students. Parents serve as the “learning coach” and sit alongside the students as they learn to 
navigate the virtual classroom. During the early weeks of the school year, students will need 
full-time support. As the year progresses and learners become more capable of 
self-management and self-direction, parental involvement may be diminished to 25%-50% 
support time. Please keep in mind that younger students unfamiliar with technology and not yet 
proficient with reading may require a higher level of support and may need the learning coach to 
assist as much as 4 to 5 hours a day. 

As a learning coach parents must: 

● Support learning involvement and engagement, as well as assure assignment 
and assessment completion. 

● Honor productive struggle and independent learning, while balancing support 
with appropriate redirection and encouragement. 

● Allow the child to direct the learning as much as possible; be mindful of the 
learning goals, but keep the student in the driver's seat. 

● Refrain from providing help and guidance with assessments, allowing the teacher 
to accurately ascertain what has been learned and what skills or knowledge need 
to be revisited. 

● Become familiar with and support the child in using district platforms. 

 



 

● Support the child in making connections and building relationships with peers and 
teachers. Monitor class meetings, small group sessions, and 1:1 conferences. 

● Partner and routinely communicate with teachers, collaborating on how best to 
meet the student’s needs. 

What will the virtual option learning schedule look like? 

A daily time commitment, Monday through Friday, will be expected for all students. Schedules 
may vary, depending on the school, the grade level, and/or the teacher; however, all students 
will be expected to engage in learning for approximately 4-5 hours each day. Instructional time 
will be provided for the four core content areas of Reading/Writing, Math, Science, and Social 
Studies. Some learning will occur at appointed times and will be held in virtual meetings with 
teachers and peers, while other activities will be completed independently. Students will 
participate in Specials Classes each week and they will also be provided breaks for lunch and 
recess. 

Virtual content delivery definitions: 

Synchronous - Teacher and student(s) meet digitally for instruction and feedback at an assigned time.  The 

synchronous window means your child’s teacher MAY schedule a virtual meeting with your child during this time 

frame.  In all cases, teachers will provide a schedule for specific times.  

Asynchronous - Students work through content already posted by the teacher.  They will work through content at 

their own pace. 
 

ELA Synchronous Window 1:  8:30 - 10:30 

Math Synchronous Window 2:  10:50 - 12:00 

Mentoring and Closing Synchronous Window 3:  2:15 - 3:00 

 

SAMPLE DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

8:10-8:30 Morning Meeting / Activities (asynchronous) 

8:30-10:30 ELA (asynchronous for content delivery. Reading and writing conferences will occur synchronously 

at this time either individually or in small groups. Students will confer with a teacher approximately once every 10 

days. Schedules for conferences will be provided.) 

10:30 - 10:50 Brain Break / Mental Health (Parents select an option best suited to their child’s needs.)  

10:50-12:00 Math (asynchronous and synchronous depending on student need) 

12:00-12:20 Lunch  

12:30-1:00 Recess   

1:00-1:45 Science / Social Studies Block (typically asynchronous) 

1:45-2:15 Specials (asynchronous)  

2:15-3:00 Mentoring and Closure (synchronous or asynchronous) 

 

Will students be required to sit in front of a computer all day? 



 

No! FCS believes that screen-time for young learners should be limited and that high-quality 
and engaging instruction should be offered in a variety of ways throughout the school day. To 
achieve this teachers will present face-to-face lessons (synchronous learning) as well as 
activities that can be completed independently throughout the day and/or week (asynchronous 
learning). Independent activities will be intentionally designed to include a healthy balance 
between offline learning experiences and relevant online options. 

If my child becomes sick, should I sign him/her up for the elementary virtual option? 

No. Whether participating in a virtual learning option or the brick and mortar classroom, students 
who become sick will be able to receive and complete any missed assignments without penalty, 
therefore there is no need to change their learning environment. 

Will services such as Early Intervention Program (EIP), Gifted, ESOL,  and Special 
Education services be provided for digital/distance learners? 

The district will make every effort to provide for  EIP, Gifted, ESOL, 504, and Special Education 
services. Support in the virtual environment may look a bit different than that in the typical 
classroom, but student’s needs will still be addressed and met. 

Do students receive grades and report cards? 

Yes. Grading and reporting will be the same as our traditional brick and mortar schools. Teachers 
will regularly communicate with parents regarding student progress. 

How do students interact? 

Yes. FCS believes that relationships have always been at the heart of learning. Connecting 
involves more than being visible; it means engaging with students with empathy and 
compassion, in whatever format, so that everyone feels supported and valued. Some of the 
ways we intend to build relationships with and between students are morning meetings, 
small-group sessions, one-on-one conferring, and daily closure. 

 


